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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, 


Tat Boarp or Epucation, in obedience to the law of the 20th April, 1837, 
beg leave to submit to the Legislature their Third Annual Report. 


‘Tue Conventions directed by law to be attended by the Secretary of the 

Board, in each county of the Commonwealth, have been duly held. The 
presence of teachers, of the members of school committees, and of the 
friends of education, generally, at these meetings, is, of course, voluntary, 
and must, therefore, vary with circumstances. At several of the Conven- 
(ions, there has been a gratifying attendance. Discussions on important ; 
subjects, connected with education, have been had at these meetings. 
Among the most prominent subjects considered, have been the education 
of children in factories ; and the supply of books well adapted for the 
wants of the people, generally, and especially of the young. These dis- 
cussions have, in many cases, been sustained in a manner, which evinces 
deep interest in the subjects considered. At the several county Conven- 
tions, addresses were delivered, by the Secretary of the Board, on the 
necessity of education, as a preparation for all the great personal and social 
duties. It is believed that, by the various exercises at these meetings, an 
increase of zeal has been produced, in that part of the community, to which 
we must most directly look for the improvement of our Schools. 

The influence proceeding from these Conventions, is regarded as one of 
the most important instruments, which can be employed, for raising the 
standard of Common School Education. The great majority of the peo- 
ple unquestionably entertain proper feelings on the subject. They prize 
education as they ought, and wish their children to enjoy its advantages. 
Where the condition of the Schools is bad, and manifestly inadequate to 
the due preparation of the young for the duties of life, (as far as that prep- 
aration is to be acquired at places of education,) it may be presumed to 
result, in most cases, from ignorance of what has been accomplished in 
other parts of the Commonwealth, and might be effected in all, by proper 
exertions on the part of those, to whom this important trust is confided by 
law. Inasmuch as zeal dn this subject is almost sure to follow in the train 
of intelligence, the Board know of no agency which can more safely be 
relied upon, to awaken and sustain the proper interest, than public meet- 
igs, in every part of the Commonwealth, at which the friends and conduc- 
tors of education may have the opportunity of communicating to each other 
and the public, the results of their experience and observations. Such 
assemblies are entirely in accordance with the character of our political 
institutions, which aim to effect the great objects of human society, as far 
48 possible, by the voluntary action of the people ; and which look to the 
government, only for such measure of aid and organization, as is needed 
to call into the highest action, the enlightened sense of the community. It 
is confidently believed, that the manner in which the county Conventions E. 
lave been attended, the character of the addresses, discussions, and pro- ‘" 





ee eee ee eee 











98 THE COMMON SCHOOL JOURNAL. 


ceedings, and the influences they have been calculated to exercise, are 
such, and such only, as were desired and intended by the Legislature, jn 
passing the law, which makes it the duty of the Secretary to be present. 
No sectarian or party interest has, in any single case, been manifested 
and those attending the meetings have come together, as on ground com- 
mon to every good citizen. It may be regarded as by no means one of the 
least beneficial results of holding these Conventions, that they unite, in ap 
object of permanent and sacred interest, all those who, however alienated 
from each other, in reference to other toptcs of public concernment, take a 
lively and a common interest in the welfare of the rising generation. 

In the course of the past year, the Normal schools, or seminaries for the 
qualitication of teachers, at Lexington and Barre, have gone into opera- 
tion. ‘The Board refer to their last Annual Report, for the detail of the 
steps taken, in the location of these institutions. As it was very important 
to secure the highest attainable degree of qualification, in the immediate 
superintendence of these schools, much time was unavoidably required for 
the selection and appointment of instructers. The arrangements for the 
school at Lexington were first completed, by the choice of Mr. Cyrus 
Pierce, who, at the time of his election, was engaged with uncommon suc- 
cess, as principal of the public school at Nantucket. The Normal school 
at Lexington, it will be recollected, was exclusively designed for females ; 
and, as it went into operation at a season of the year, (the month of Ju- 
ly,) when female teachers are generally under engagement in schools, the 
attendance the first term was not large. ‘This circumstance, however, was 
the less to be regretted, as it enabled the principal of the school to proceed 
in its organization, with the caution desirable in an institution of a novel 
character in this country. After a vacation of two weeks, the second term 
commenced, about the middle of October, with a considerably increased at- 
tendance. The present number of pupils is twenty-one. At the same 
time, a model school, connected with the institution, was put into opera- 
tion. This is a school attended by thirty pupils, of both sexes, between the 
ages of six and ten years, gathered from the several school districts in the 
town. This school is under the general superintendence of the principal 
of the Normal school, but is taught by the pupils of that institution. It is 
visited every day by the principal, as a listener and observer, and occasion 
for remark is taken, on the manner in which the duty of instruction is per- 
formed, by the pupils of the Normal school. Occasionally, the principal 
instructs the model school, in the presence of all the pupils of the Normal 
school, who consequently have the benefit of his example. The establish- 
ment of the model school is understood to have been very favorably viewed 
by the community, and a much larger number of children could have been 
obtained for it, had it been practicable to receive more to advantage. 

The Normal school, at Barre, went into operation on the 4th of Septem- 
ber, under the superintendence of Mr. S. P. Newman, who had for many 
years filled, with reputation, the office of a professor in Bowdoin College, in 
the State of Maine. The school at Barre, for reasons intimated in the last 
Annual Report, was opened for males and females, and thirty-nine pupils 
attended during the term. The resort was so great, that it was found nec- 
essary to employ an assistant teacher ; but, as the schools kept for females 
are generally opened in the Spring, and as the larger part of the pupils are 
of that sex, it is presumed that a reduction of numbers will take place, at 
the third term. 

It is supposed that a main cause, why the resort of pupils at Barre has 
been greater than at Lexington, is to be found in the circumstances, that 
both sexes have been admitted at Barre, and females only at Lexington ; 
and that pupils have been received for a single term at the former place, 
and not at the latter. The course pursued on the first point, as was ex- 
plained in the Report of the Board the last year, has been in conformity 
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with what was understood to be the public preference in the two places. 
The same reason existed for permitting a shorter term at Barre, united with 
a wish to ascertain, by the practical operation of the two plans, which will 
be entitled to preference, as the permanent rule. The Board is strongly 
inclined to the opinion, that a year, at least, should be passed at the Normal 
schools by each pupil ; but it may be found, on trial, that the advantages of 
a suorter term are sufficient to outweigh the obvious objections to it. A 
model school has not yet been organized at Barre ; but it is proposed to 
connect one with the Normal school, as soon as the requisite arrangements, 
for that purpose, can be eflected. 

The Board express themselves with entire approbation of the institutions 
at Lexington and Barre, with respect both to the fidelity with which instruc- 
tion has been dispensed, and the disposition and capacity of the greater 
portion of the pupils. ‘They feel that a degree of success, of the most grati- 
tying character, has been realized, in both institutions. At an expense to 
the Commonwealth of less than one thousand dollars, tor the past year, two 
seminaries, for the qualification of teachers, have been organized, in com- 
modious buildings, with adequate libraries and apparatus, and under the 
superintendence of experienced and distinguished instructers. The com- 
bination of circumstances which has produced so desirable a result, by the 
application of so moderate a sum from the treasury, must be considered as 
an event peculiarly auspicious to the cause of education. 

The instructions given in the Normal schools have, under the regulations 
adopted by the Board, been directed to the two great objects of an institu- 
tion for the qualification of teachers, viz. Ist, to impart to the pupils a more 
correct and thorough knowledge of the various branches, required by law 
to be taught in our schools, and 2d, to teach the principles of communi- 
eating instruction, both in theory, and in practice at a model school, to be 
connected with the main institution. 

The importance of these two branches of instruction, and their connection 
with each other, in a seminary for the qualification of teachers, is too obvi- 
ous, to require an elaborate explanation. Few persons, who have been 
culled to the performance of the duty of a member of a school committee, 
can have failed to observe, that, of those who offer themselves as teachers, 
alarge number are destitute of an accurate and thorough acquaintance with 
the various branches of knowledge, required by law to be taught in the 
schools. They neither read nor write, well ; are deficient in the science 
of numbers ; and have an imperfect knowledge of the grammar of our 
language : but they have a foundation in all these branches. It is not to 
be expected, that a majority of the district school teachers in the State can 
afford the time, for a very long and thorough revision of the branches of 
knowledge, which they are required to teach. But it is, nevertheless, true, 
that much may be learned, even in a short time, passed with that particu- 
lar object in view, in an institution expressly devoted to that object, and at 
an age when the mind has attained some maturity, and the moral motives 
to diligence are powerfully felt. There can be no doubt, it is believed, in 
the mind of any person practically acquainted with the subject, that if, of 
two persons of equal capacity, possessing beforehand the usual average 
proficiency in the branches to be taught, one should immediately take 
charge of a school, without any previous preparation, and the other should 
devote even so short a period as three months, to a diligent review of all 
those branches,—a review to be made under the direction, and with the aid, 
of an accomplished and faithful instructer,—the advantage would be great- 
ly on the side of the last, in commencing his duties as a teacher. 

But the art of instruction, that is, of communicating knowledge to the 
youthful mind, and aiding and encouraging its own efforts ; the art of gov- 
erning a school, or rather, of so forming and influencing it, as to supersede 
the necessity of that mixture of harsh discipline and capricious indulgence, 
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which is called government, is also one of great difficulty and importance. 
It has its principles, which le deep in the philosophy of our nature. Some 
of the best talent in several countries, for the last generation, has been e:)- 
ployed in elucidating these principles. ‘To comprehend them thoroughly, 
and with the ability to apply them practically, is the endowment of a gifted 
few, A thoroughly-accomplished teacher is as rarely to be met with, as an 
individual of the highest merit in any of the professions, or other most re- 
sponsible callings in life. If these considerations, in one view of the sub- 
ject, should lead us to despair of furnishing many of our schools with teach- 
ers of this deseription, they should lead us directly to the conclusion, that, for 
the practice of such an art, some specific preparation is far better than none, 
The preparation may be inadequate, but nothing is so bad as wholly to want 
preparation. Of two individuals, otherwise equally well qualified, and pro- 
posing to engage in the business of teaching school, if one should enter 
upon his duties, without any special instruction in them, and no guide but 
his own judgment, and the recollections of his own experience at school, 
(possibly an indifferent school,) while the other should pass even so short a 
period as three months, in an institution exclusively for the qualification of 
teachers, where he should be carefully instructed in the principles of teach- 
ing and governing a school, can there be a doubt, that the latter would be in 
a condition to give by far the greatest aid and encouragement to his pupils ? 

These strong and obvious considerations have, in other countries, led to 
the adoption of Normal schools, as a part of the regular system of public 
instruction, and it would seem that they are as decisive of the question of 
the utility of such institutions in America, as in Europe. They are the con- 
siderations, it is presumed, which led the Legislature promptly to engage 
in the experiment now in progress, and on which the attention of the friends 
of education throughout the country is anxiously fixed. ‘The Board ask per- 
mission, in closing this part of their Report, to quote the words of one of 
the most distinguished philosophers of the age, on this subject. ‘‘ We 
need an institution for the formation of better teachers ; and, until this step 
is taken, we can make no important progress. The most crying want, in 
this Commonwealth, is the want of accomplished teachers. We boast of 
our schools ; but our schools do comparatively little, for want of educated 
instructers. Without good teaching, a school is but a name. An institution 
for training men to train the young would be a fountain of living waters, 
sending forth streams to refresh present and future ages.’’* 

Gareat interest has been evinced, in the establishment of a Normal school 
in Plymouth county. As premises furnishing adequate accommodation were 
not to be obtained, in a convenient situation, it was deemed advisable, by 
those desirous of effecting the object, to raise a fund of ten thousand dollars 
for that purpose. The contributions toward this fund have been completed ; 
but difficulties have arisen, as to the location of the school. This point has 
been referred to disinterested persons, not resident in the county. The 
efforts made to secure the establishment of this institution have been of the 
most praiseworthy character, and a zeal, never before witnessed in the cause 
of education, has been awakened in most of the towns in Plymouth county. 

The last Annual Report contains a statement of the steps taken by the 
Board, to give effect to the act of the 12th of April, 1837, by which the 
school districts of the Commonwealth were authorized to form school libra- 
ries, by a small annual appropriation for the purchase of books. In the 
course of the year, ten volumes have been published by Messrs. Marsh, 
Capen, Lyon, and Webb, under the sanction of the Board, being the first 
ten of a series, to be issued under the name of the ‘ School Library.’ Other 
volumes will follow as rapidly as they can pass through the press. In giv- 
ing their joint sanction te the volumes thus published, nothing was further 


* Rev. Dr. Channing. 
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from the intentions of the Board, than to attempt any control over the free 
chuice of the committees, employed to purchase books for the district libra- 
ries. But it is well known to all, who have turned their thoughts to the 
subject, that an ample supply of instructive books, in the various depart- 
ments of useful knowledge, does not exist throughout the community. ‘The 
establishment of social libraries, in the various towns of the Commonwealth 

has ever been deemed very desirable ; and, since increased attention has 
been turned to the subject of education, of late years, it has been uniyersally 
admitted, that the collection of a district School Library, in each district, is 
an object scarcely inferior in importance to the support of the school. In 
fuct, itis essentially a part of the School System ; fur to what avail are our 
children taught to read, if good books are not accessible to them? It was 
doubtless in this view of the subject, that the Legislature of the Common- 
wealth, following the example which had been recently set in New York, (a 
State, whose enlightened and liberal care of the interests of education is en- 
titled to the highest praise,) was induced, in the law already alluded to, to 
authorize a small annual appropriation for the purchase of School Libraries, 

hy those districts disposed to make it. It was no part of the design of the 
Legislature, to limit the discretion of the school committees, in making the 
selection ; nor have the Board of Education, in sanctioning the publication 
of a series of works well adapted for School Libraries, designed or attemp- 
ted any interference with the free choice of the committees. ‘They have as 
little wish as right, to exercise such dictation. They have supposed, how- 
ever, that it would be an acceptable service to committees, hesitating in 
the multitude of publications daily sent forth from the press,—often forced 
on their notice by itinerant venders,—to have a selection of volumes recom- 
mended to them by a body of individuals, who cannot be suspected of any 

selfish interest, and whose unanimous approval of each volume excludes 

the possibility of the intrusion of sectarian, or party prejudices. If the 

members of the Board may be permitted to judge of the wants and wishes 

of their fellow-citizens, by what they have experienced, individually, as pa- 

rents and school-committee men, such a recommendation, claiming no other 

character than that of a suggestion, to be adopted or rejected by those con- 

cerned, cannot prove other than acceptable. It will still remain, equally 

as before, within the option of school committees, to purchase such books 

as they may think best adapted to the wants of their districts. They may 

purchase those recommended by the Board ; or give the preference to 
other selections, prepared in other places ; or they may make a free choice 

themselves, out of the almost innumerable volumes daily appearing. 

The Board believe, also, that the inspection of the volumes already pub- 
lished, and of the titles of those proposed, (a list of which is subjoined, ) 
will effectually remove all apprehension which may have been felt, that the 
sanction, by the Board, of books suitable for a School Library, might have a 
sinister effect, either positive or negative, in reference to religious instruc- 
tion. While the organization of the Board is itself, (it is hoped,) a suffi- 
cient guaranty, that no such influence could be designed, the examination 
of the books already published, and of the list of those in preparation, will 
sufiiciently show, that no such effect has ever, by inadvertence, taken place. 
The subject of religious instruction has been placed, by the Legislature of 
the Commonwealth, where public sentiment, and the necessity of the case, 
would place it and keep it, even without Jegislation. In a community, where 
the utmost liberty of religions profession exists, where it is the dearest 
birthright of every man, that he may worship God according to the dictates 
ofhis conscience, any attempt to make the public schools, (supported, as they 
are, by the common expense for the common benefit,) an instrument for ad- 
vaneing or depressing the opinions of any sect of Christians, would meet 
what it would merit, the prompt rebuke of every considerate citizen. Al- 
though it may not be easy, theoretically, to draw the line between those 
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views of religious truth and of Christian faith, which are common to all, and 
may, therefore, with propriety be inculcated in school, and those which, 
being peculiar to individual sects, are, therefore, by law excluded ; still it 
is believed, that no practical difficulty occurs in the conduct of our schools, 
in this respect. It is the general sentiment of the people of all denomina- 
tions, that religious instruction shall be left to parents at the fireside, and 
to the religious teachers, to whose ministrations parents and guardians may 
choose to confide their own spiritual guidance, and that of those dependent 
onthem. The Legislature, therefore, has but acted in accordance with the 
sense of the community, in prescribing that no books shall be directed by 
school committees, to be purchased, or used, in any of the town schools, 
‘which are calculated to favor the tenets of any particular sect of Chris- 
tians.” 

Although the School Library, whose publication has been sanctioned by 
the Board, does not consist of school books, or books to be used in schools, 
it has still been considered, that the spirit of the law applies equally to the 
books to be purchased for school libraries, and this principle has governed 
the Board, in giving their recommendation. ‘They have not supposed, that 
books for religious instruction (strictly so called) were in the contempla- 
tion of the Legislature, in authorizing the formation of school libraries, but 
works of useful knowledge and general science ; not excluding, however, 
those, in which scientific research is made subservient to the establishment 
and illustration of moral and religious truth. But, if in this they have mis- 
taken the design of the Legislature ; if theological works were within the 
purview of the law authorizing the formation of district libraries ; and if the 
restriction on school books, just alluded to, is inapplicable to the library 
books ; it will be in the power of school committees, that desire it, to obtain 
books of that description for the school libraries. The Board of Education 
attempts no interference with this course, however strong their opinion of 
its inexpediency and illegality. 

With these explanations, the attention of the Legislature, of the friends 
of education, and the public generally, is invited to the volumes already 
published, which may serve as a fair specimen of the whole. It will be 
seen, that they are recommended, in the first place, by great neatness of 
execution, and by being afforded at a price, which, considering the style of 
the typography, must be considered very reasonable. The Board attach 
some importance to these circumstances, believing that the formation of a 
taste for reading, in the community, depends, to a considerable degree, on 
a supply of books, at a moderate price, which are correctly printed, and can 
be read with ease. Could the distaste for books, sometimes manifested by 
young persons whose character is not formed, be traced to its source, it 
might, no doubt, in many cases, be found in the repulsive exterior, obscure 
type, unsightly paper, and incorrect printing, of the few books within their 
reach, ‘The books recommended by the Board, without any pretensions to 
typographical luxury, are free from all these objections. 

With respect to the more important point, of the subjects of the books, it 
is believed, they are, without exception, such as a Christian parent would 
approve. It has not been possible to proceed on a systematic plan, in giv- 
ing, in the first ten volumes, a proportionate share to every branch of knowl- 
edge. Still, there will be found to be a due degree of variety in their con- 
tents. The Natural Theology of Paley, with the illustrations and supplements 
of Sir Charles Bell and Lord Brougham, and the notes of Dr. Elisha Bartlett, 
by whom the present edition is prepared, is contained in two of the volumes. 
Nothing need be said in commendation of this great work, in which the 
fundamental truths of natural religion are placed on a basis which can never 
be shaken, and set forth with a beauty and variety of illustration never sur- 
passed. An abridgment of Mr. Irving’s Life of Columbus has been pre- 
pared for this Series, by its distinguished author, and is contained in another 
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ofthe volumes already published. Three volumes, selected from Sparks’s 
Library of American Biography, contain the lives of many of the most dis- 
tinguished statesmen and heroes of our country. Four volumes of the Sa- 
cred Philosophy of the Seasons, by Dr. Henry Duncan, of Scotland, have 
been prepared for the School Library, by the Rev. Dr. Greenwood ; and 
will be found to contain the most interesting and instructive views of almost 
all the phenomena of the natural world. 

For a fuller exposition of the views of the Board, as to the importance of 
this attempt to promote the formation of School Libraries, and of the prin- 
ciyles on which their sanction has been given to the works published, refer- 
ence is respectfully made to the Introductory Essay, prepared by a member 
of the Board, and prefixed to the first volume. They will only here ask 
leave to remark, that, while they confidently believe that the volumes which 
have been and may be published, under their sanction, will be found of a 
pure and salutary moral tendency, well adapted to feed and strengthen the 
appetite for useful knowledge, and entirely free from every thing which 
could corrupt or mislead the youthful mind ; they do not desire, as individ- 
uals, to be considered responsible for every opinion, or shade of opinion, 
that may be expressed in the volumes. It would not be possible for any 
person, or any number of persons, in any capacity, to select a library of 
books for family or school use, of which every volume, in every sentence, 
should faithfully reflect the precise opinions of the individual or individuals 
making the selection. 

The Board beg leave, in this connection, to submit to the Legislature the 
expediency, in order to the further encouragement of the formation of School 
Libraries, of allowing to the several school districts, out of the income of 
the School Fund, a sum equal to that which may be appropriated by the 
district, not exceeding ten dollars per annum to any district, the whole to 
be expended at the discretion of the school committee. A similar measure 
has been adopted, it is understood, in New York, and with the best effect. 

It is a part of the duty of the Board, prescribed by law, to prepare and 
lay before the Legislature, in a printed form, on or before the second Wed- 
nesday in January, annually, an abstract of the School Returns received 
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth. This duty has, according to law, 
been laboriously and faithfully performed, in the office of the Secretary of 
State, under the superintendence of the Secretary of the Board.* 

The attention of the Legislature is particularly invited to this abstract. 
In addition to the usual statistical facts, which are required by law to be 
embraced in the returns, extracts from the reports of the school committees 
will be found, in many cases, appended to the digest of the returns of the sev- 
eral towns. These extracts have been taken, with great labor, by the Sec- 
retary of the Board, from the copies of the reports of the school commit- 
tees, required by law to be transmitted, with the returns, to the office of the 
Secretary of State. It is believed that these extracts will give a considera- 
bly increased interest and value to the annual abstract of the returns. ‘They 
present the views of the school committees of the Commonwealth, on the 
subject of education in their several towns, the condition of their schools, and 
the measures deemed advisable or practicable by the committees, for their 
improvement. These reports of the school committees are entitled to the 
highest respect, inasmuch as they are the utterance of the voice of the peo- 
ple, on the all-important subject of the education of their children, expressed 
through the organs of their own immediate choice. It will appear, conclu- 
sively, from the extracts given from these reports, that the recent legislation 
of the Commonwealth, having for its object the improvement of the Com- 


*The greater part of the work, mentioned in the Report of the Secretary of State of the 
Ist January, 1840, as being done in his office, for the Board of Education, was perforined 
\ the preparation of the statistical tables of the Abstract of the School Returns, under the 
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mon Schools ; the measures adopted by the Board, under the sanction, or by 
the direction, of the General Court, to carry that legislation into etiect : and 
the general suggestions, which have proceeded from the Board, on the sub. 
ject of the schools, and the improvements desirable or practicable in thei; 
condition ; are fully sustained by the school committees of the Common- 
wealth, as far as can be judged from the reports, of which copies have been 
transmitted to the office of the Secretary of State. Believing the citizens, 
who faithfully perform the duties of school-committee men, to be benetac- 
tors of the public, in the highest sense of the word, the Board cannot but 
express their own feeling of obligation to that portion of them, whose reports 
they have had the opportunity of consulting. The views and opinions cou- 
tained in them are submitted to the Legislaiure, with full contidence that 
they will receive respecttul consideration, and be found to give a value to 
the annual abstract, which it has not possessed in any former year. 
During the past year, a semi-monthly journal, expressly devoted to the 
subject of education, entitled ‘The Common School Journal,’ has been 
published, under the editorship of the Secretary of the Board. Twenty-four 
numbers of this journal have appeared. The Board have no official con- 
nection with this publication ; but they beg leave to express the opinion, that 
it will be found a valuable repository of documents on the subject of educa- 
tion, and an important auxiliary to the efforts nade for its improvement. 
For the discussion of other topics, connected with this subject, and, par- 
ticularly, that of the existing supply of books in the community, the Board 
would refer to the report of their Secretary, which is herewith submitted. 
In conclusion, they would invoke the continued attention of the Legislature 
to the great interests of that Common School education, which, as far as 
human means go, is the foundation of our prosperity as a people. It is not 
intended to utter any sentiment untriendly to our higher seminaries of edu- 
cation. They, too, are the creation of the people, early called into being, to 
supply the demands of the public service in the various relations of life ; 
and they have been steadily countenanced, and liberally endowed, in all 
periods of our history. By the Constitution of the State, it is made the 
duty of ‘‘ Legislatures and Magistrates, in all future periods of the Common- 
wealth, to cherish the interests of literature and the sciences, and all sem- 
inaries of them ; especially the University of Cambridge,”’ (the only colle- 
giate institution then in existence, ) ‘‘ public schools, and grammar schools 
in the towns.’’ But, without instituting any invidious comparison between 
the different classes of institutions for education ; and firmly believing, that 
the colleges and schools are the best friends of each other, and prosper 
most where they prosper together ; the Board would still respectfully sub- 
mit the opinion, that the improvement of the Common Schools is emphati- 
cally, and, in the first instance, the concern of the people. They are in- 
tended for the children of the whole community, while, comparatively, a 
small number receive a college education. The elementary school must 
be placed at the door of the individual citizen, or, at least, in the centre of 
the village, or many of those for whom it is intended, will fail to enjoy its 
benefits. While it is also desirable, that the means of a collegiate educa- 
tion should be as widely diffused as is possible, without lowering its stand- 
ard, it must, of necessity, in almost all cases, be sought at some distance 
from home, and, if not found in one place, it may be obtained at another. 
For this reason, the state of the higher seminaries of learning does not, ot 
necessity, determine the character of a community, even in reference to 
those branches of education for which they are provided. Not so with the 
Common Schools. Their condition is an infallible index of that of the com- 
munity. Never was there a prosperous, virtuous, intelligent people, where 
the schools were in a languishing condition. They furnish the keys 0°! 
knowledge to the mass of the people. They are the only avenue, by which 
the majority of the rising generation are able, as they grow up, to make 
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‘ieir way into life, prepared to discharge its duties, and fulfil its relations, 
with ease and credit to themselves, and with advantage to society. 

The Board rejoice in the conviction, that this is a cause, which makes 
no appeal to sectarian or party feeling. It has hitherto proved a neutral 
pound, amidst all the collisions of judgment on other subjects. It appears 
ty have been instinctively felt, by all good citizens, that the Common School 
system required their united support, and that, if once drawn into the vortex 
of party, itmust sink. It has been the earnest endeavor of the Board to act, 
in all respects, in accordance with this principle ; and they have the satis- 
faction to state, that, as far as their agency and means of observation ex- 
tend, it exists and operates on the minds of the people, with unimpaired 
vigor. 

it has also been to them a source of satisfaction, to observe the interest 
manifested in several of our sister States, and in foreign countries, in the 
efforts which have been made, of late years, in this Commonwealth, to raise 
the standard of popular education. While Massachusetts has followed the 
example of New York and Connecticut, in the establishment of a school 
find; her own educational legislation and measures, particularly those re- 
lating to Normal schools, are watched, with anxiety, in many of the other 
States. It has always been the boast of our ancient Commonwealth, that 
the education of the young has been an object of peculiar care ; and, if she 
vould sustain her enviable reputation in this respect, she must permit no 
relaxation of the zeal which has hitherto animated her. The cause of edu- 
cation is eminently the cause of the age ; and the impression is gaining 
strength, both in Europe and in this country, that it is only by raising the 
standard of education, that the social, political, and moral, condition of the 
people can be improved. 

But all measures, designed to promote education, must depend, for their 
success in this country, on the hearty codperation of public opinion. It is 
only by enlightening and concentrating that opinion, that powerful effects 
canbe produced. ‘This is most effectually to be done, by persevering appeals 
tothe understanding of the people, by placing the subject in every proper 
form of arrangement and persuasion, before the public mind, and by giving 
publicity to the facts, which prove the defects in the system, as existing in 
some portions of the Commonwealth, and the great excellence to which it is 
brought in other portions ; thus encouraging a generous emulation, where 
nothing but good can result from the effort to excel. In the growing atten- 
tion already bestowed on the subject, the Board behold the assurance of 
much good actually accomplished, and an encouragement, under the direc- 
tion of the Legislature, to an increased zeal in the discharge of their 


duties. 
Epwarp Everett, 


GeorGce Hutt, 
Epmunp Dwicut, 
GeorGE Putnam, 
Rosert Ranrout, JR., 
Tuomas Rossins, 
JARED SPARKS, 
Cuarves Hupson, 
GeorG_E N. Brices, 
W. G. Bates. 


Boston, 27th December, 1839. 





The annexed advertisement of the Publishers of the School Library is 
Subjoined, in an abridged form. It contains the list of the books pub- 
lished, and of those in preparation. 
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THE SCHOOL LIBRARY. 






Marsu, Capen, Lyon, anno Wess, 109, Washington street, Boston, are 

now publishing, under the sanction of the Massachusetts Board of Edy- 
é cation, a collection of original and selected works, entitled, ‘ Tue Scuoor 
hs Liprary.’ 












































The Lisrary will embrace two series, of fifty volumes each ; the one to 
be in 18mo., averaging from 250 to 280 pages per volume ; the other in 


ae 12 mo., each volume containing from 350 to 400 pages. The former, or 
Juvenile Series, is intended tor children of ten or twelve years of age and 
| under ; the latter for individuals of that age, and wpwards,—in other words, 


for advanced scholars and their parents. 
The Lisrary is to consist of reading, and not school, class, or teat, books; 
if the design being to furnish youth with suitable works for perusal during their 


ip leisure hours ; works that will interest, as well as instruct them, and of such 
i a character, that they will turn to them with pleasure, when it is desirable 
1} to unbend from the studies of the schcolroom. 

qi ‘The plan will embrace every department of Science and Literature, pref 
erence being given to works relating to our own country, and illustrative 


of the history, institutions, manners, customs, &c., of our own people. Being 
y intended for the whole community, no work of a sectarian or denominational 
character in religion, or of a partisan character in politics, will be admitted, 

The aim will be to clothe the subjects discussed, in a popular garb, that 
‘ they may prove so attractive, as to lure the child onwards, fix his attention, 
4 and induce him, subsequently, to seek information from other and more 
recondite works, which, if put into his hands at the onset, would alarm him, 
and induce a disgust for that which would appear dry and unintelligible, and, 
of course, uninteresting. 

The intention is not to provide information for any one class, to the ex- 
clusion of others, but to disseminate knowledge among all classes. The 
Publishers wish the children of the Farmer, the Merchant, the Manufacturer, 
the Mechanic, the Laborer,—all to profit by the lights of science and litera- 
ture, that they may be rendered the more virtuous and happy, and become 
more useful to themselves, to one another, to the community, and mankind 
at large. ‘To accomplish this desirable end, the Lisrary will embrace so 
wide a range of subjects, that every child may find something which will 
prove useful and profitable to him, whatever his situation, circumstances, 
or pursuits, in afterlife, may be. 

The project is one of great extent, and vast importance ; and, if properly 
carried out, must become of inestimable value to the young. Whether the 
anticipations of the Publishers, with regard to it, will be verified, time must 
determine ; but, from the intellectual and moral, theoretical and practical, 
character of those who have engaged to aid in the undertaking, they have 
good grounds for presuming that much will be accomplished, and that, by 
their united efforts, many obstacles, now existing to the mental, moral, and 
physical, improvement of youth, will be removed, or, at least, be rendered 
more easily surmountable. 





Among the individuals already engaged as writers for one or both Series, 
may be mentioned,—the Hon. Judge Story, Jared Sparks, Esq., W ashing- 
ton Irving, Esq., Rev. Dr. Wayland, Professor Benjamin Silliman, Pro- 
fessor Denison Olmsted, Professor Alonzo Potter, D. D., Hon. Judge Buel, 
Jacob Bigelow, M.D., Elisha Bartlett, M.D., Rev. Charles W. Upham, 
a Rev. F. W. P. Greenwood, D.D., Rev. Royal Robbins, Rev. Warren 
if Burton, Charles T. Jackson, M. D., N. Hawthorne, Esq., Robert Rantoul, 
Jr., Esq., Professor Tucker, Professor Elton, Professor Francis Lieber, 
Rey. Calvin E. Stowe, D.D., Professor Joseph Alden, D. D., Professor 
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p. B. Edwards, Hon. Alexander H. Everett, Hon. Isaac Hill, Hon. James 
M. Porter. 

Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, Mrs. E. F. Ellet, Mrs. Emma C. Embury, Mrs. A. 
H. Lincoln Phelps, Mrs. H. E. B. Stowe, Miss E. Robbins, Miss E. P. 
Peabody, Miss Mary E, Lee, Miss C. M. Sedgwick. 


No work will be admitted into the Lisrary, unless it be approved by 
every member of the Board of Education ; which Board consists of the 
jallowing individuals, viz., His Excellency Edward Everett, Chairman, 
His Honor George Hull, Edmund Dwight, Esq., Rev. George Putnam, 
Robert Rantoul, Jr., Esq., Rev. Thomas Robbins, D.D., Jared Sparks, 
Esq., Hon. Charles Hudson, Hon. George N. Briggs, and William G. 
Bates, Esq. 


The following works have been printed, and constitute the first ten vol- 
umes of the 12mo. series, viz. 


LIFE OF COLUMBUS, by Wasutncton Irvine, a new edition, (re- 
vised by the author, ) including a Visit to Palos, and other additions, a 
portrait of the Great Navigator, a Map, and several illustrative engravings. 


PALEY’S NATURAL THEOLOGY, in two volumes, with selections 
from the Dissertations and Notes of Lorp BrovGnam and Sir CHar.es 
Bett, illustrated by numerous wood cuts, and prefaced by a Life of the 
\uthor ; (with a portrait ;) the whole being newly arranged, and adapted 
forthe School Library, by Exisua Bartcert, M. D., Professor of the Theory 
and Practice of Physic and Pathological Anatomy in Dartmouth College. 


This edition is superior to any ever before offered to the public, containing a Portrait of 
the Author, ninety-five beautiful wood-engravings, an extensive Glossary, or explanation 
of all the medical terms, and words and phrases in foreign Janguages, making thirty-six 
pages, and a copious Index of twenty-two pages. It also contains copious selections from 
Lord Brougham’s ‘ Dissertations on Subjects of Science connected with Natural Theolo- 
cy, which has never before been published in this country. 


LIVES OF EMINENT INDIVIDUALS, CELEBRATED IN AMER- 
ICAN HISTORY, in three vols., with portraits of Robert Fulton, Sebastian 
Cabot, and Sir Henry Vane, and autographs of most of the individuals. 


Vou. I. conTAINS 


Life of MAsOR-GENERAL JoHN Srark, by His Excellency Edward Everett. 
“ Davin BRAINERD, by Rev. William B. O. Peabody. 
“ Ropert Futon, by James Renwick, LL. D., Professor of Natural Philosophy 
and Chemistry, in Columbia College, New York city. 

Caprain Joun Smitu, by George 8. Hillard, Esq. 


Vout. Il. conTAINS 


Life of MaAson-GENERAL ETHAN ALLEN, by Jared Sparks, Professor of History in 
Harvard University. 

Srpastian Casor, by Charles Hayward, Jr., Esq. 

Henry Hupson, by Henry R. Cleaveland, Esq. 

Masor-GENERAL JosEPH WARREN, by Alexander H. Everett, LL. D. 

Masor-GENERAL IsRAEL PuTNAM, by O. W. B. Peabody, Esq. 

Davip RirTrennouseE, by Professor James Renwick, LL. D. 


Vou. III. conTAINs 
Life ha Pinkney, by Henry Wheaton, LL. D., Author of History of the 
Northmen. 
Sir Henry Vane, by Rev. Charles W. Upham. 
MAJOR-GENERAL Antuony Wayne, by John Armstrong, Esq. 
Wittram Extery, by Edward T. Channing, Esq. 
AJOR-GENERAL RICHARD MontTGomMERY, by John Armstrong, Esq. 
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THE SACRED PHILOSOPHY OF THE SEASONS, illustrating the 
Perfections of God in the Phenomena of the Year. In 4 vols. By the Rey 
Henry Duncan, D. D., of Ruthwell, Scotland ; with important additions 
and some modifications, to adapt it to American readers, by the Rey, F. \W 
P. Greenwoop, D.D., of Boston. 


The great value and interesting nature of these volumes, to every class of individuals 
will be seen, at once, by a perusal of the following heads of the Table of Contents. "The 
work contains a paper for every day in the year. 


Vou. I.—WInNTER. 


Goodness of God to his Rational Creatures. 
The Character impressed on Nature. 
Cosmical Arrangements. 
The Starry Heavens. 
The Microscope. 
Ilybernation of Plants. 
Hybernation of Insects. 
Migrations of Birds and Quadrupeds during Winter. 
Christmas Day. No Season Unpleasant to the Cheerful Mind. Ninth Sun- 
day.—Proofs of Divine Benevolence in the Works of Creation. 
Migration of Fishes. 
New-Year’s-Day. 
Hybernation of Quadrupeds. 
Hybernation of Man. 
Inhabitants of the Polar Regions. 
Frost. 
Geology. 
Vou. IIl.—Sprina. 


Cosmical Arrangements. 

Reproduction of Vegetables. 

Reproduction of Animals. 

Instincts connected with the Reproduction of Animals. 

Agriculture. 

Anniversary of the Death and Resurrection of Christ. 

Enjoyment Equally Distributed. The Enjoyments of the Poor in Spring. The 
Woods. 

Retrospective View of the Argument. 


Vou. II.—SummMe_er. 


Cosmical Arrangements. 

Vegetables. 

Animals. 

Haymaking.—Pleasures of Rural Scenery. 

The Variety, Beauty, and Utility of Organized Existences. 
Retrospective View of the Argument. 


Vou. IV.—AutTuMN. 


Phenomena, Produce, and Labors of the Season. 
The Woods. 

Origin of the Arts.—Food, Clothing, and Shelter. 
Human Food. 

Human Clothing. 

Architecture. 

Close of Autumn. 

General Summary of the Argument. 





The preceding ten volumes are now ready for delivery ;—and they will 
be followed, with all due despatch, by the subjoined, among others, provided 
they are approved by the Board of Education. 


LIFE OF WASHINGTON, (with a portrait, and numerous engravings, ) 
in two vols., by the Rev. Cuartes W. Upnam, Author of ‘the Life of Sir 
Henry Vane.’ 
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THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE UNDER DIFFICULTIES ; in 
wo volumes, with Preface and Notes, by Francis Waytanp, D. D., 
President of Brown University. 


THE PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE UNDER DIFFICULTIES, 
ilustrated by Incidents in the Lives of American Inpivipvats ; in one 
volume, with Portraits. 


HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY, in two volumes, with illustrative wood cuts. 


CHEMISTRY, with illustrative wood cuts, by Bensamin SILLiman, 
M.D., LL. D., Professor of Chemistry, Mineralogy, Sc., in Yale College. 


ASTRONOMY, by Denison Otmstep, Professor of Natural Philosophy 
and Astronomy, in Yale College. 

This work will be a popular treatise on the Science ; it will also enter fully into its 
history, and consider the subject of Natural Theology, so far as it is related to Astronomy. 


NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, by Proressor Oumstep. 


Both of these works will be very fully illustrated by diagrams and wood engravings. 


THE USEFUL ARTS, considered in connection with the Applications of 
Science ; in two volumes, with many illustrative engravings and wood cuts, 
by Jacos Bicetow, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica in Harvard Univer- 
sly, Author of ‘the Elements of Technology,’ &c. &c. 


We subjoin a summary of the Topics discussed in the several chapters of this important 
Work, that its nature and objects may be more fully understood. 
Chapter 1. Outline of the History of the Arts in Ancient and Modern Times. 
“ . Of the Materials used in the Arts. 
. Of the Form and Strength of Materials. 
. The Preservation of Materials. 
. Of Dividing and Uniting Materials. 
Of Changing the Color of Materials. 
. The Arts of Writing and Printing. 
. Arts of Designing and Painting. 
. Arts of Engraving and Lithography. 
. Of Sculpture, Modelling, and Casting. 
. Of Architecture and Building. 
. Arts of Heating and Ventilation. 
. Arts of Illumination. 
. Arts of Locomotion. 
. Elements of Machinery. 
** 16. Of the Moving Forces used in the Arts. 
‘* 17. Arts of Conveying Water. 
** 18. Arts of Combining Flexible Fibres. 
** 19. Arts of Horology. 
** 20. Arts of Metallurgy. 
“© 21. Arts of Vitrification. 
** 22. Arts of Induration by Heat. 


A FAMILIAR EXPOSITION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES ; containing a Brief Commentary on every clause, 
explaining the true nature, reasons, and objects thereof ; designed for the 
se of school libraries, and general readers. By the Hon. Joseru Story, 
LL. D., Dane Professor of Law in Harvard University, Author of ‘ Commen- 
‘aries on the Constitution,’ &c. 

LIFE OF DR. FRANKLIN. 

_SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF FRANKLIN, by Jarep 
‘ranks, LL. D., Professor of History in Harvard University, Author of 
hy Life and Writings of Washington,’ ‘ the Life and Writings of Franklin,’ 
1C. YC, 

CHRISTIANITY AND KNOWLEDGE, by the Rev. Royat Rossins. 


The design of this Work is to show what Christianity has done for the human intellect, 
dwhat that has done for Christianity. 
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THE LORD OF THE SOIL, OR, PICTURES OF AGRICUL- 
TURAL LIFE, by Rev. Warren Burton, duthor of * The District Schoo! 
as it was,’ &c. &c. 

SCIENCE AND THE ARTS, by the Rev. Atonzo Porter, D. D. 
Professor vf Moral Philosophy and Rhetoric, in Union College, Schenec- 
tady, NV. 

The design of this Work is to call attention to the fact, that the Arts are the result of jn- 
telligence,—that they have, each one its principles or theory,—that these principles are fur- 
nished by Science, and that he, therefore, who would understand the Arts, must know 
something of Science ; while, on the other hand, he who would see the true power and 
worth of Science ought to study it in its applications. The work will be made up of facts, 
illustrating and enforcing these views,—so arranged as to exhibit the invariable connection 
between processes in Art, and laws in Nature. The importance of such a work requires 
no comment. 


THE FARMER’S COMPANION, OR, ESSAYS ON THE PRIN- 
CIPLES AND PRACTICE OF AMERICAN HUSBANDRY, by the 
Hon. Jesse Buet, Conductor of ‘the Cultiwator,’ Albany, N. Y. 


This Work is intended as an aid to the Young Farmer. The following, among other 
subjects, are treated of, viz. 
1. The Importance of Agriculture to a Nation. 
2. Improvement in our Agriculture practicable and necessary. 
3. Some of the Principles of the New and Improved Husbandry. 
4. Agriculture considered as an Employment. 
5. Earths and Soils. 
6. Improvement of the Soil. 
7. Analogy between Animal and Vegetable Nutrition. 
8. Further Improvement of the Soil. 
a. * “ by Manures, Animal and Vegetable. 
ma * “ by Mineral Manures. 
11. Principles and Operations of Draining. 
12. Principles of Tillage. 
13. Operations of Tillage, &c. &e. 
14. Alternation of Crops. 


15. Root Culture. 
16. On substituting Fallow Crops for Naked Fallows. 


17. On the Adaptation of particular Crops to certain Soils. 

18. Effects of Cropping and Manuring. 

19. Rules and Suggestions in Farming. 

20. On the Improvement of Grass Lands. 

21. On the Cultivation of Grasses. 

22. The Atmosphere, and its Uses to the Husbandman. 

23. On the Germination of Seeds. 

24. On Stall-feeding. 

25. The Economy of cutting up Corn. 

26. On Rural Embellishment. 
Address prepared to be delivered before the Agricultural and Horticultural Societies of 


New Haven county, Conn. 
Appendix ; containing a Collection of Facts and Tables valuable to the Farmer. 


Glossaries of Agricultural and Chemical Terms. 
The work contains numerous Cuts, illustrative of the various operations spoken of and 


recommended. 


GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY, by Cnartes T. Jackson, M. D., 
Geological Surveyor of Maine and Rhode Island. 

STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES, by Georce Tucker, Pro- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy in the University of Virgima, Author of ‘ the Life 
of Jefferson,’ Sc. §e. 

AMERICAN TREES AND PLANTS, used for medicinal and econom- 
ical purposes, and employed in the Arts, with numerous engravings ; by 
Professor Jacos Bicetow, Author of ‘ Plants of Boston,’ ‘ Medical Botany, 


&e. &c. 
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MORAL EFFECTS OF INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, by Roserr 
RixtouL, Jr., Esq. 


LIVES OF THE REFORMERS, by Rev. Romeo Exton, Professor of 


Languages in Brown University. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF DISTINGUISHED FEMALES, 
by Mrs. Emma C. Emsury, of Brooklyn, NV. Y. 


HISTORY OF EDUCATION, both Ancient and Modern, by Cavin 
£, Srowe, D. D., Professor of Biblical Literature in Lane Seminary, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

pO RIGHT AND HAVE RIGHT, by Mrs. Atmira H. Lincoun 
Puetps, Principal qf the Literary Department of the Young Ladies’ Seminary, 
at West Chester, Pa., —- of the Troy Seminary, N. Y., Author of 
‘Faniliar Lectures on Botany,’ ‘ Female Student,’ &c. 

The object of this Work may be gathered from the following remarks of Mrs. Phelps. 
“ 4 popular work on the principles of law, with stories illustrating these principles, might 
be very profitable to people in common life, as well as to children. The ward cheated by 
a guardian, the widow imposed on by administrators or executors, the wife abandoned by 
4 husband, with whom she had trusted her paternal inheritance, the partner in business 
overreached by his crafty associate, for want of a knowledge of the operations of the law,— 
all these might be exhibited in such a way, as to teach the necessity of legal knowledge to 
both sexes, and to all ages and classes.”’ 


THE FIRESIDE FRIEND, OR, FEMALE STUDENT ; being Ad- 
vice to Young Ladies on the important subjects of Education ; by Mrs. A. 
H. L. Pueces. 


The Publishers have also in preparation for this Series, a History of the 
United States, and of other Countries, a History of the Aborigines of our 
Country, a History of Inventions, Works on Botany, Natural History, 
&e. &e. Many distinguished writers, not here mentioned, have been en- 
gaged, whose names will be in due time announced, although, at present, we 
do not feel at liberty to make them public. 





The following constitute the first seven volumes of the Juvenile Series, viz. 


PICTURES OF EARLY LIFE, or Sketches of Youth ; by Mrs. Em- 
ua C. Empury, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 


PLEASURES OF TASTE, anv oTuHerR Stories, selected from the 
Writings of Jane Taytor, with a sketch of her life, (and a likeness,) by 
Mrs. S. J. Have. 


MEANS AND ENDS, OR SELF TRAINING, by Miss Catuerine 
M. Sepvewick, Author of ‘ The Poor Rich Man, and Rich Poor Man,’ ‘ Live 
and Let Live,’ ‘ Home,’ &c. &c. 


THE JUVENILE BUDGET OPENED ; being Selections from the 
Writings of Dr. Joun Aken, with a Sketch of his Life, by Mrs. S. J. Hae. 


HISTORICAL TALES, blending instruction with amusement ; by 
Miss Mary E. Lee, of Charleston, S. C. 


SELECTION S FROM THE WORKS OF MRS. BARBAULD, with 
a Sketch of her Life. 


ng IN NATURE, OR, CONVERSATIONS ON LAND AND 





Among the works in the course of preparation, for the smaller Series, are 
the following, viz. 
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CONVERSATIONS ON POLITICAL ECONOMY, by Prof. J. Ay. 
pen, of Williams College. 

NEW-ENGLAND HISTORICAL SKETCHES, by N. Hawrnoryg. 
Author of * Twice Told Tales,’ Se. 

CONVERSATIONS AND STORIES BY THE FIRESIDE, by Maps. 
Saran J, Have. : 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKS OF MRS. SHERWOOD, with 
a Liie and Portrait. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKS OF MARIA EDGEWORTH 
with a Life and Portrait. ; 

CHEMISTRY FOR BEGINNERS, by Bensamin Situiman, Jr., Assis- 
tant in the Depariment of Chemistry, Mineralogy, and Geology in Yale College, 
uided by Professor SILLIMAN, 

FREDERICK HASKELL’S VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, by 
H. G. Hare, A. M., Philologist to the Exploring Expedition. 

BIOGRAPHY FOR THE YOUNG, by Miss E. Rossins, Author of 


‘American Popular Lessons,’ ‘ Sequel’ to the same, &c. 
THE WONDERS OF NATURE ; illustrated by numerous Cuts. 
WORKS OF ART ; illustrated by numerous Cuts, 
COUNTRY RAMBLES ; by Mrs. E. F. Exver, of Columbia, S. C. 
MY SCHOOLS AND MY TEACHERS, by Mrs. A. H. L. Puetps. 


It is not the intention of the Publishers to drive these works through the 
Press with an undue speed, in the hope of securing the market, by the mul- 
tiplicity of the publications cast upon the community ; they rely for patron- 
age, upon the intrinsic merits of the works, and, consequently, time must 
be allowed the writers to mature and systematize them. The more surely 
to admit of this, the two Series will be issued in sets of five and ten volumes 
at atime. Besides the advantage above alluded to, that will result from 
such an arrangement, it will place the Scnoot Liprary within the reach 
of those Districts, which, from the limited amount of their annual funds, 
would not otherwise be enabled to procure it. 

The works will be printed on paper and with type expressly manufactur- 
ed for the Library ; will be bound in cloth, with leather backs and corners, 
having gilt titles upon the backs, and, for greater durability, cloth hinges 
inside of the covers. 

The larger Series will be furnished to Schools, Academies, &c.. at seren- 
ly-fire cenis per volume, and the Juvenile Series at forty cents per volume ; 
which the Publishers advisedty declare to be cheaper, than any other series 
of works that can be procured at home or abroad, bearing in mind their 
high intellectual character, and the style of their mechanical execution. 

The Publishers solicit orders from School Committees, Trustees, Teach- 
ers, and others, for either or both Series, and wish particular directions, 
how, to whom, aud to what place, the books shall be forwarded. 

NORMAL SCHOOL AT LEXINGTON. 


Tue first Term of the second year of this Seminary, will commence on the first of May next. The 
vear will be divided into three terms, of fifteen weeks each. There will be three vacations ; one of two 
weeks, in April; one of four weeks, in August; and one of ene week, in January. Candidates are a- 
mitted at the commencement of each term; or, if qualified for an advanced standivg, they may be e 
mitted during the term. They must bring a certificate of good moral and intellectual character, pass 4 
sntisfactory examitation in the common branches, be not less than sixteen years of age, and declare "' 
to be their intention to teach. The shortest time of continuance is one year, though the year need hol 
consist ef three svecessive terms. . C. PIERCE, Principal. 

N. B. The School is exclusively for females. 

March, 1840. 
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(THe Common Scuoor JourNAL; published semi-monthly by Marsh, Capen, Lyon, 
& Webh, No. 109, Washington street, Boston: Horace Mann, Editor. Price, One Dol- 
lar a year.] 


